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november - winter 2017

The

Retiree Center

Newsletter
Hello Retirees,

Headed

I hope you had a wonderful fall, because for all intents and purposes it seems that winter is here.
It’s 39 degrees with a threat of snow as I type this report. I hope you’re all more prepared for this weather
than I am. I’ve barely let go of summer. This is about the time each year I get so envious of all you snowbirds
out there!
I’m hoping the snowbirds will be here long enough to enjoy the Retiree Center’s December events. We have the Living
History Project Premiere event on December 4th. See page 6 for details. We also have our Retiree Winter Social coming up on
Monday, December 18th at the American Legion. We think this will be a nice place for a party. Speaking of parties, our Fall Social
on October 12th at Garvin Heights Vineyards was a lot of fun! It was especially fun for me because I got to meet several retirees and
retiree spouses for the first time. It was wonderful to put faces to names. Please see the pictures from the event on page 5.
I am so excited to present a new retiree guest columnist in this newsletter. David Robinson, film reviewer extraordinaire,
agreed to write a movie review for us this fall. His review of “Our Souls at Night” can be found on page 7. I am a total movie geek,
so this was a real coup for me! I’m hoping I will be able to persuade him to write for us again soon. While we’re on the subject of
movies, the Retiree Center was happy to help sponsor this year’s student-curated film series based on the university theme for
2017-2018; Creativity and Innovation. The series is almost at an end, but you still have a chance to check out “Get Out” (one of my
favorite movies of 2017) on Halloween night and “Ghost in the Shell” along with “Garden of Words” on November 5th.
I have a few technology updates to share with you. First, the Retiree Center website has added a travel page. This page will
be updated with our day trip and travel opportunities and will have links for registration when applicable. You can also see our upcoming day trip and travel information on page 3. There’s some good stuff coming up! Our Retiree Center Facebook page is up and
running as well. We are trying to be more intentional about keeping the page updated with important information from the Retiree
Center and WSU in general. Please “like” the page if you are a Facebook user. Our new work study student, Mary Duncan-Sain, is
excited to help us enhance our social media presence. Lastly, if you lost your WSU email account during the Star ID transition this
summer, you can still recover your account. You just need to contact Tech Support at 457-5240 to get the process underway. As
always, we ask you to please keep us updated with your current email and contact information. We want to be able to keep you up
to date with all we have to offer.
As always, we hope you enjoy this newsletter and that you find one or many events you’re interested in attending. We love
to hear your feedback. Let us know if there is something you’d like to add to our next newsletter in February. I’d like to make this
newsletter as personal as possible. I love hearing what’s going on with you and I know you all like to hear what your former colleagues are currently doing. Nancy and I hope to see you soon!

Jess

retiree center mission statement
To support the mission of WSU and enrich the campus community as well as the lives of retired staff, faculty and
administration by providing institutional connections between the University and retirees who may wish to continue their
intellectual and social participation in collegial life and service to the University.
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retirees out and about
The Hatfields and The McCoys Kruegers!
Advisory Board
Nancy Amann
Vicki Decker
Russ Dennison
Gary Evans
Tim Hatfield
Linda Heath
Serena Holstad
Jim Hurley
Mary Joyce
Judy Lawson
Bill McBreen
Bill Meyer
Nadia Miranda
Kate Parsi
Kevin Possin
Mark Reitan
Ann Rethlefsen
Rill Reuter
Joanne Rosczyk
Janet Ruggeberg
Diane Runkle

Susan and Tim Hatfield, retired WSU faculty, recently hiked Canyonlands National Park where
they, amazingly and totally unexpectedly on the trail, came upon Darrell and Nancy Krueger,
WSU’s President and First Lady Emeritus. A major joyous mini-reunion ensued.

Carl Stange

Kathy Sullivan

Carl Stange, retired Director of WSU
Admissions, rode out the storm (Tropical Storm Jose’)in style in Provincetown,
Massachusetts!

Kathryn Sullivan, Library emerita, has had a
collection of short stories published by Zumaya Publications. AGENTS, ADEPTS &
APPRENTICES are stories of wizards training apprentices, interplanetary agents saving
primitive worlds, and dwarves trying to win a
contest with elves. It is available on Amazon,
Nook and Kobo with other formats to come.
Her website with links to this and other works
is http://kathrynsullivan.com.

Contact Us

1st Floor of the
Alumni House
227 W. Wabasha St.
Winona State University
PO Box 5838
Winona, MN 55987
507-457-5565
Retiree@winona.edu
www.winona.edu/retiree
Director:
Jessica Kauphusman
Office Manager:
Nancy Amann
Student Worker:
Madeline Wiard
Mary Duncan-Sain

Upcoming Travel Opportunities!
Day Trip to See The Humans at the Orpheum
On February 18th, the Retiree Center will travel to Minneapolis to see the 2016
Tony Award winning play, The Humans, at the Orpheum Theater. The Humans
won the coveted “Best Play” award at the 2016 Tony’s. It was also a finalist for
the Pulitzer Prize in Drama for 2016. Before the play, we will eat as a group at
the Rock Bottom Brewery right across the street from the theater. Registration
for this event will be available online in November. Look for an upcoming
email from the Retiree Center with all of the details!

California Rail Discovery - September 13-20, 2018
The Retiree Center is offering a California Rail Discovery trip in partnership with
Premier World Discovery. Some of the trip highlights are:
• Two rail experiences (Napa Valley Wine Train & Sierra Nevada Rail Journey)
• San Francisco City Tour
• San Francisco Bay Cruise
• Sausalito
• Wine Tasting & Lunch aboard the Napa Valley Wine Train
• Lake Tahoe Paddlewheeler Cruise
• Old Town Sacramento
• Virginia City
• Two-night stay in San Francisco
• Two-night stay in Lake Tahoe
• 9 Meals (6 Breakfasts, 1 Lunch, 2 Dinners)

Munich’s Oktoberfest & Danube River Cruise
The Retiree Center is offering a Munich’s Oktoberfest & Danube River Cruise
from October 2-12, 2018 in partnership with Premier World Discovery. Some of
the trip highlights are:
• 7-night Danube River Cruise on an innovative and brand new modern ship
• Munich’s Oktoberfest & City Tour with Bavarian Restaurant and Beer Hall Lunch
• 2 nights in a Bavarian Village north of Munich
• Passau Walking Tour
• Regensburg Walking Tour
• Melk Abbey, Durnstein Tour & Wine Tasting
• Vienna Tour
• Bratislava Tour
• Budapest Tour
• 7 Included Shore Excursions/Tours
• 4 Themed Onboard Entertainment Events
• 3-Night Prague Optional Post Cruise Extension
If you are interested in learning more about these trips, please come to an informational session being hosted by Premier World Discovery representative (and WSU
alum) Kelsey Van Ordstrand. This session will be held on Thursday, November 2nd at
10:00 a.m. in Maxwell 158. Please come and learn more about these amazing trips!

3

senior university spring 2018

As you can see, we have a great line-up of classes for Spring 2018.
Registration for courses will open in early November.

The Glory of Ancient Greece?:
Homer's Iliad and Odyssey,
and Hesiod's Theogony

Emilio DeGrazia
Maxwell Hall, Room 257

Great Ideas in
Physics

Richard Shields
Pasteur Hall, Room 133

Art History "Isms":
Hudson River School to
American Modernism

Minnesota Marine Art Museum

Wednesdays
January 24, 31,
February 7, 14
3:30-5:00 p.m.
$40.00
Thursdays
March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29,
April 5
1:00-2:30 p.m.
$40.00

Addressing Sexual Violence on
College Campuses:
Understanding and Changing
the Culture

Tamara Berg
Maxwell Hall, Room 257

Mondays
March 19, 26, April 2, 9,
& Tuesday, April 17th
1:00-2:30 p.m.
$40.00

Spring Wildflowers:
Take a Walk on the Wild Side

Judy Shepard
Maxwell Hall, Room 257
(1st class period only)

Wednesdays
March 28, April 11,
25, May 9, 16
2:00-4:00 p.m.
$45.00

Eric Nelson &
Julie McCormick
Stark Hall, Room 105
(1st class period only)

Tuesdays
April 10, 24, May 8, 15
7:30-11:00 a.m.
$45.00

Spring Birding
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Nicole Chamberlain-Dupree

Tuesdays
January 16, 23, February 6,
13, 20, 27
1:00-3:00 p.m.
$40.00

2017 Retiree Fall Social

The Fall Social on October 12th was festive and fun...thanks to the Social Committee members for their hard work!
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Fall 2017 Living History Premiere
December 4, 2017 ● 3:30 - 5:30 p.m. ● Stark Hall 103 Auditorium
Howard Munson, Professor Emeritus
Education
32 Years of Service
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Lavonne Fiereck, Associate Professor Emerita
Health, Physical Education & Recreation
30 Years of Service

Ken Gorman, Associate Vice President
Retired with Distinction
30 Years of Service

Chuck Bentley, Director Emeritus
Counseling Center
34 Years of Service
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Retiree Guest Column - David Robinson
						
Our
Souls at Night - Film Review
When I was asked to review “Our Souls at Night” for the retiree newsletter, I figured I should read Kent Haruf ’s
short work--it’s almost a novella-- on which the film is based. Set like all Haruf ’s work in the fictional small town of Holt,
Colorado, it focuses on a few months in the lives of two widowed septuagenarians, Louis and Addie. Haruf wrote it, he tells
the reader, in the last few months of his own life, committing to a chapter a day.
It’s a quick and pleasing read: if you push it, you can almost finish in a bit more time than it takes to watch the film.
Granted, you could sacrifice some of the element of surprise, and you might--as my film students surprisingly did year after
year--”like the book better than the movie.” But, hey, a good read is a good read, especially if you can identify with the characters in ways that many of us might.
For the movie, like the book, is aimed squarely at the people of a certain age demographic: those of us who turn up
at the weekday matinees before heading off to our early bird dinners. It also stars two familiar actors (both around 80 years
old!) who are making their fifth film together some fifty years after they were young marrieds in “Barefoot in the Park.”
Happily--unlike the present reviewer--Jane Fonda and Robert Redford have not lost a step.
The story starts when Addie turns up at Louis’s doorstep one day with a proposition: she wants him to sleep with
her. Thing is, she’s being literal, rather than coy. Addie is lonely and wants the comfort of someone next to her so that she
can fall asleep. After some initial reluctance--it’s a small town, after all and everybody knows, etc.--Louis turns up at her
back door with his pajamas and toothbrush in a paper bag. That night, they begin a series of conversations which give the
story its title, gradually revealing to each other and to us how they came to be here and why they are as they are.
Naturally, a complication ensues. The appearance of Addie’s seven-year old grandson, Jamie (played appealingly by
Ian Armitage), puts a momentary damper on their nightly rendezvouses. His bitter father (played by Matthias Schoenaerts)
has failed in his business and his marriage and is dumping the boy with his grandmother for the summer while he tries to
get his own act together. But the the two elders and the youngster gradually bond and form a surrogate family for each other, a happy if foredoomed situation. The movie turns a bit sentimental before its realistic resolution.
Director Ritesh Batra, who made the delightful Indian comedy “The Lunchbox” brings Haruf ’s gentle narrative to
the screen with a deft touch, careful not to overdramatize things. And screenwriters Scott Neustadter and Michael H. Weber (who crafted one of my favorite comic screenplays, “500 Days of Summer”) elect to keep most of the story intact. This is
a “small” movie in every sense, made for the television screen rather than the multiplex. Fonda and Redford slip into their
roles like comfortable old shoes. The tension about whether they will eventually have sex doesn’t dominate the action, as
one might expect. Instead, we root for them to pull off their unorthodox relationship in the face of their small town’s suspicious small-mindedness--personified in a nice cameo by Bruce Dern--and their own adult children’s selfish opposition. The
two veteran Oscar winners play off each other superbly, fully realizing their characters while not quite making us forget that
we are watching--Redford and Fonda!
If you don’t subscribe to Netflix, the producer of the film, you might have to wait a bit for its inevitable appearance
on DVD. But don’t wait too long: we aren’t getting any younger.
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Retiree Spotlight
					
Retiree
Amy
WelchSpotlight

Information received from University Communications

Amy Welch was born and raised in Winona. She
obtained a degree in horticulture management and
began working for WSU’s facilities department in
1978.
From her first day at WSU, Amy knew she was right
where she was meant to be. “I felt that the entire
campus was my big yard. It was mine to maintain
and to nurture over the years. I worked so hard to
make it the very best it could be.”
Amy was the first-ever female employee in WSU’s
facilities department and worked hard to gain the
acceptance of her fellow employees. Throughout
her career, she made continuous learning a priority.
When WSU President Emeritus Darrell Krueger introduced a series of classes based on Stephen R. Covey’s book,
The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People, she made it a goal to attend every class that was available and consequently
became an expert in “win-win” negotiations.
Amy was well known at WSU for her work ethic and willingness to help others. She helped set up for events large
and small, from laying out mats for gymnastics meets to moving harpsichords for choir concerts to setting up the
gym for Commencement. She worked tirelessly in the university greenhouses each winter to nurture seedlings, and
then in the spring, she and her team of student groundskeepers would plant brilliant displays across the campus to
ensure that the campus would blossom proudly.
Amy also worked to showcase the campus during the winter months, decorating pine trees along Main Street with
more than 2,500 lights each and creating a memorable holiday display at the Alumni Gazebo in the center of campus.
Amy also kept the grounds safe during snow and ice storms each winter, often rising at 3 a.m. or earlier to check
the weather and call in crews. She made sure the parking lots were plowed and the main walkways cleared of snow
before the first employees and students arrived.
Amy retired in 2017 after 37 years of creating a beautiful and welcoming environment for students, employees and
community members at Winona State. “I had the best job in the world. I got paid to work outside each day and to
enjoy the beauty of this remarkable place we call Winona State University.”
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Announcements
Grandparents University - June 21/22, 2018

Please consider teaching, volunteering and/or bringing a special child in
your life to Grandparents University 2018!

Retiree Parking Permits are Available Now!
2017-2018 retiree permits are still available. Please visit the Retiree Center to receive your new parking
permit. Retirees with parking permits can PARK ANYWHERE on campus. This includes all gold and silver
lots. This is a fantastic benefit for you, but you do need to make sure to pick up a new permit each year...
you may be ticketed if your car is displaying an expired permit. Stop in and get yours soon!

Remember to Keep Us Updated...
Please remember to keep the Retiree Center updated with your current mailing address and email
address. If you need to report a change, please email us at retiree@winona.edu or give us a call at
507.457.5565.

9

SAVE THE DATES

November

Veteran's Day
Friday, November 10, 2017
Retiree Center Closed

Lyceum Hosts Cheryl Reeve
Travel Information Meeting
Thursday November 2, 10-11:30am
Maxwell Hall, Room 158

Head Coach/MN Lynx
Tuesday, November 14, 2017
7:00 p.m. - McCown Gymnasium

WSU Thanksgiving Break
Retiree Center Closed
November 22-24, 2017
Happy Thanksgiving!

December
Living History Premiere
Monday, December 4, 2017
3:30 pm - 5:30 pm
Stark Hall 103 Auditorium

Winter Break
Retiree Center Closed
December 22-31, 2017
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Retiree Winter Social
December 18, 2:00-4:00 pm
American Legion - 302 Sarnia

WSU Commencement
Friday, December 8, 2017
McCown Gymnasium

WSU Holiday Open House
December 13, 2017 - 2:00-4:00 p.m.
East Hall Solarium - Kryzsko Commons

SAVE THE DATES

January
Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Monday, January 15, 2018
Retiree Center Closed

Socrates Cafe
January 25, 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm
Kryzsko Commons G100

WSU Classes Resume
Monday, January 8, 2018

Time to cozy up with a good book!

February and Beyond
Retiree Center Day Trip
Sunday February 18, 2018
Dinner at Rock Bottom Brewery
The Humans at the Orpheum
Minneapolis, MN

Socrates Cafe
February 22, 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm
Kryzsko Commons G100

Retiree Center Travel Opportunities

Retiree Breakfasts
2nd Tuesday of each month
April - September/9-11am
1st breakfast - April 10, 2018

California Rail Discovery: Sept. 13-20
Munich Oktoberfest & Danube River Cruise: October 2-12

Retiree Spring Luncheon
Thursday, April 26, 2018
Kryszko Commons
East Hall

Grandparents University
Thursday-Friday
June 21-22, 2017
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in memoriam

ee
Richard Davis
Publications
August 8, 2017

We honor and mourn our University
colleagues who have recently died.
We recognize the richness of each life,
the gifts these members have brought to
many and the loss felt by
family and friends.

Douglas Horsnell
Spouse of Mary Hundt-Horsnell
August 3, 2017

June Urness
Spouse of Ray Urness
April 2, 2017

Rita Lueck
Financial Aid
August 30, 2017

the perks of being a wsu retiree
• Athletic Events: Free admission to regular scheduled campus athletic events
• Teaching, Learning and Technology Services: Free campus offered classes when space available
• Free WSU retiree e-mail		
• WSU Fitness Center access at employee rate
• ID card for all retirees
• Free parking pass for all lots, must renew each year
• 15% discount on clothing and WSU gifts at bookstore, no books
• Computer, printer, fax and copy access in the Retiree Center
• Student tech consultations
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